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‘Not me’ says Banksy 
of monument graffiti 
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Bed & Breakfast and Self-Catering 
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BARRON’S 
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East Devon 



• No job too big or small, from 
house clearances to storage 
we have it covered 


• Friendly & Professional 
Service 

• Free no obligation quotes 
and a quality service you can 
trust 


01297 600112 - 01395 514710 
01404 42886 

Partland, Ploniton Business Park, Ottery Moor Lane, Honiton, EX14 1BG 

info@eastdevonremovals.co.uk 


STENCILLED graffiti 
which has appeared on the 
door of Wellington Monu¬ 
ment on the Blackdown 
Hills is not a Banksy, the 
National Trust has been 
told. 

A spokesperson for 
Banksy has declared that 
the graffiti, which purports 
to be signed by the artist, is 
a fake. 

The Monument has been 
fenced off in recent years 
to keep visitors safe from 
the risk of falling masonry 
but despite this barrier the 
door at the base of the 
building was found to have 
been painted with a sten¬ 
cilled portrait of the Queen 
and the slogan ‘one was 
‘ere’, along with a sten¬ 
cilled signature which 
claimed the work to be by 
Banksy. 

“We had concerns imme¬ 
diately when we saw it 
about whether it was a 
Banksy,” said Helen Sharp, 
Wellington Monument 
project manager for the 
National Trust. 

“The work did not appear 
to be of the standard we’ve 
seen of his work else¬ 
where. 

“We still felt we should 
check to see if it was au¬ 
thentic and we received a 
quick reply - in very un¬ 
ambiguous terms - to say 
‘this is not by Banksy’. It 
makes the decision on 
whether to remove the 
graffiti somewhat easier 
for us. 


Turn to page 2 



Your local, friendly, 
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Speak to the heating oil experts! 

We are a local independent oil company 
specialising in domestic customers 

Mini Tanker available 

Collection facilities 

Talk to us up until 9pm, 7 days a week 
Owners: Andrew Hewitt and Trevor Rolph 

Monument Fuels 

01823 650999 

The Fuel Depot, Foxmoor Business Park, 
Wellington, TA21 9RF 


(J) Keep warm this winter with Southern Fuels see backpage for details 
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Missing cat from Cranbrook found 
three months later in the Blackdowns 


A MISSING cat from Cranbrook has been returned to 
her owners having been found - more than 15 miles 
from her home. 

Tips the cat, was left with her owner’s daughter in 
Cranbrook before going missing and turning up three 
months later in Dunkeswell. 

Tips was reunited with her owner Shan, thanks to 
Honiton Cats Protection, 

A spokesperson for the organisation said: “Honiton 
Cats Protection are often asked to help when a stray 
cat turns up like the pretty little black and white cat 
who had been sitting on a Dunkeswell doorstep for a 
couple of weeks. 

“Having lost her own cat not long before, the house¬ 
owner guessed someone might be missing this sweetie 
but no-one knew her locally, so she called Honiton 
Cats Protection for advice.” 

Owner Shan explained, “We went away on holiday 
and, as usual, left Tips with our daughter in Cran¬ 
brook. 

“All was fine until the Friday before we arrived 
home when she disappeared. We drove straight from 
the airport to call for her but there was no sign. 

“We did all the right things, putting up posters, con¬ 


tacting the local vets and put her picture on Cranbrook 
Facebook but we thought we’d lost her forever. 

“We were then on our way home from another holi¬ 
day - three months later - when a friend of my daugh¬ 
ter said that she had seen a cat on the Honiton Cats 
Protection Facebook that she thought could be Tips. 

“We went to see her where she was being looked 
after by the fosterer and were delighted to be able to 
bring her home. 

“We don’t know where she was for so long or how 
she got to Dunkeswell from Cranbrook.” 

Honiton Cats Protection Coordinator Bob Carter said 
that cats are often found some way from where they 
went missing. 

He added: “We think they might explore the back of 
delivery vans and can then travel quite some distance 
before finding their way off again. 

“The first thing we do is check whether strays are 
micro-chipped - if the details are kept up to date then 
it’s the easiest way to match cats back to owners. 

“As this was no help, posters were made, newspaper 
advertisements planned, with her photograph and de¬ 
tails put up on Honiton Cats Protection Facebook. 

“Thankfully she got spotted and we were delighted 


to get Tips back home.” 

Shan said that she was grateful to Honiton Cats Pro¬ 
tection volunteers for all their help. Tips now gets 
looked after by the next door neighbours when they 
go on holiday so they know where she is. 



Monument graffiti 
is not a Banksy 

FROM PAGE ONE 

“Quite often in the Trust we face the challenge of proving 
who created a painting in our collection but it is unusual 
for us to be dealing with works by a living artist. This 
makes it somewhat simpler, though still intriguing.” 

The Monument was built to commemorate the Duke of 
Wellington’s victory after the Battle of Waterloo in 1815. 
The foundation stone was laid in 1817 but the work was 
dogged by problems and lack of funding and was finally 
completed in its current form in the 1890s. The Monu¬ 
ment was illuminated again on Thursday to mark 199 
years since the foundation stone was laid in 1817. 

“In one way it is disappointing that Banksy hasn’t vis¬ 
ited the Monument, although obviously we do not want 
to encourage any graffiti on the Monument due to the cost 
of removing it and potential damage to historic 
stonework,” added Helen. “We’re also keen that people 
don’t put themselves at risk by entering the area that is 
fenced off around the Monument. 

“Even though we’re pretty sure it’s not the real deal and 
will remove it in due course, anyone interested still has a 
little time to come and see it.” 



The Wellington Monument was illuminated 
again last month to mark 199 years since the 
foundation stone was laid in 1817. 

PHOTO: National Trust/Fran Stothard 
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UK first as rare black 
dormouse is discovered 


A BLACK dormouse never be¬ 
fore recorded in the UK has been 
found in the Blackdown Hills 
Area of Outstanding Natural 
Beauty on the Devon/Somerset 
border. First recorded in 1972, 
and not seen again until last year, 
black dormice have only ever 
been recorded in small numbers 
in northern Germany. 

Britain has only one native 
species of dormouse, the hazel 
dormouse. With the exception of 
this unusual individual, hazel 
dormice have golden-brown fur. 

The discovery was made when 
a team from the Blackdown Hills 
Natural Futures (BHNF) project 
were checking dormouse boxes, 
as part of The National Dor¬ 
mouse Monitoring Programme. 

The Blackdown Hills Natural 
Futures project works across the 
Area of Outstanding Natural 
Beauty to survey wildlife sites 
and raise awareness of nature 
conservation. This year, the proj¬ 
ect provided 300 nest boxes and 
has involved more than 60 volun¬ 
teers in installing and regularly 
checking the boxes. 

Project officer, Conrad Barrow- 
clough said: “Learning about and 
protecting our natural heritage is 
what we’re all about. So finding 
such rare dormouse on our 
doorstep is fantastic, especially at 
a time when Britain’s dormouse 
population is under threat.” 

The People’s Trust for Endan¬ 
gered Species (PTES), which col¬ 
lates National Dormouse 
Monitoring Programme findings, 
confirmed the rarity of the find. 

Ian White, PTES Dormouse Of¬ 
ficer said: “The National Dor¬ 
mouse Monitoring Programme 
has been running for more than 
25 years, with volunteers collect¬ 
ing data on thousands of dormice 
at nearly 400 sites. Not once has 


anyone come across a black dor¬ 
mouse.” 

Sadly, Britain’s dormice are 
under threat of extinction, with 
changes in the way we manage 
farmland and woodland making it 
harder for these delightful little 
creatures to survive. 

Dormice need well-managed 
woodlands connected by 
hedgerows rich in fruiting plants 
so that they can spread and pros¬ 
per. They thrived at a time when 
we had many more hedgerows, 
and when hazel trees in wood¬ 


lands were regularly coppiced 
providing plenty of nuts for food. 

This black dormouse was dis¬ 
covered on farmland which is 
being managed with nature con¬ 
servation in mind. The farm’s 
hedgerows are managed by hand 
using traditional techniques, 
bringing great diversity of 
wildlife including a healthy pop¬ 
ulation of dormice. They are ex¬ 
ceptionally rich in wildlife, 
supporting a wide range of 
species in addition to a healthy 
population of dormice. 
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Blackdowns ready for 6 Gigabit Villages’ 


ULTRAFAST fibre broadband supplier ‘pure fibre-to-the-premises’ network in 

Gigaclear are set to switch on their the Blackdown Hills in January. 


Students 

BLACKDOWN Hills Nat¬ 


ural Futures ecology 
trainees spent the sum¬ 
mer helping to survey 
more than 40 sites. 

As well as undertaking 
detailed botanical sur¬ 
veys, they have been 
surveying for species in¬ 
cluding badgers, bats, 
dormice, freshwater in¬ 
vertebrates, newts, 
water vole and white- 
clawed crayfish, to 


find rare 

name a few! 

During these surveys, 
the trainees have a 
come across some rare 
and fascinating species: 

• Boenninghausen’s 
sedge (Carex x boen- 
ninghausiana) - the 
first recorded in 
Somerset; 

• Fen bedstraw 
(Galium uliginosum); 

• Marsh St John’s- 
wort (Hypericum 


species 

elodes); 

• Raftspider (Dolome- 
des fimbriatus); 

• White beak-sedge 
(Rhynchospora alba). 

The group will soon be 
saying farewell to this 
year’s trainees but you 
can read all about their 
experiences in the blogs 
they’ve been writing 
over the summer at 
www. blackdownh ills 
naturalfutures.org 



Five areas in the Blackdowns were identi¬ 
fied by Gigaclear for the £2.4million pro¬ 
gramme, which will enable properties 
connected to their pure fibre network to ob¬ 
tain broadband speeds up to 1,000Mbps 
(both up and down). 

Residents and businesses in each area 


needed to place sufficient orders with Giga¬ 
clear for work to begin. 

Gigaclear’s website announced in Ocotber 
that the first area - including the villages of 
Upottery, Rawridge and Yarcombe - had 
placed sufficient orders and had moved into 
the ‘Network Build’ stage - with the first 


properties expected to be connected to the 
all fibre network in January 2017. Orders in 
the four remaining areas are growing fast. 

This will make Upottery, Rawridge and 
Yarcombe, Devon’s first ‘Gigabit Villages’. 

See http://bit.ly/2eFptzr for more informa¬ 
tion. 


Somerset Wildlife Trust to host evening 
with The One Show’s Mike Dilger 

SOMERSET Wildlife Trust is delighted 
to announce that it will be holding a spe¬ 
cial evening event with Mike Dilger, 
wildlife presenter on the BBC’s The One 
Show, to be held at Queen’s College, 

Taunton on Saturday, November 19th. 

Mike is also a co-presenter of Nature’s 
Top 40, and also worked on Autumn- 
watch, Springwatch and Nature’s Cal¬ 
endar) 

An ecologist, natural history presenter 
and writer, Mike will share his journey 
into wildlife television and his favorite 
filming experiences alongside some 
amusing stories from working in Britain 
and around the globe in The Trials and 
Tribulations of being a Wildlife Presen¬ 
ter’. 

Set to be full of exciting stories, punc¬ 
tuated with amusing anecdotes and im¬ 
ages, it’s not to be missed by wildlife 
enthusiasts across the area. 

Tickets are selling fast, so to find out 
more and to book your tickets please go 
to www.somersetwildlife.org/mikedilger 
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Bartlett’s Farm 

SHOP 


NOW TAKING ORDERS FOR 
ALL YOUR FESTIVE MEATS 
AND PRODUCE 

CHRISTMAS TREES & 

CH RISTM AS WREATHS 
AVAILABLE EARLY DECEMBER 


• Hampers 

• Seasonal Game 

• Christmas Cakes 

• Mince Pies 


• Festive 

Ice Creams 

• Clotted 
Cream 




OPENING TIMES 

Monday - Closed, Tuesday to Friday 9.00am - S.OOpm 
Saturday 9.00am - 4.00pm, Sunday 9.00am - 12 noon 

I 

Find us «t: 

Hay ns Farm, Gittisham. Honiton, Devon EX14 3PO (On the Edge of Heethperk) 
01404 44375 •www.bartlettsfamishopdevon.co.uk 

Our farm provides the majority of the beef, lamb and pork or all from other local farmers. 
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Blackdowns clubs and organisations 

Send your club reports to: lisa@viewnews.co.uk 


Bishopswood Ladies 


A GOODLY number of husbands 
and partners attended July’s meet¬ 
ing to hear a talk given by local 
farmer and friend, George Wakley. 

Although summer is a quiet time 
for some groups, the ramblers en¬ 
joyed a pleasant walk from the 
pretty village of Otterton, starting 
out along the river towards 
Budleigh Salterton, continuing 
along the coast path and then turn¬ 
ing inland to return to Otterton. 

The now obligatory cream tea 
was taken at Otterton Mill where 
the weather made it pleasant to sit 
outside. 

The Bells were able to donate the 
sum of £250 to the Children’s Hos¬ 
pice as a result of their various ef¬ 
forts during the year. 

George Wakley then provided a 
guide to ‘Growing Reed for 
Thatching’ 

illustrated by a film of George 
and his team in action. This film 
was made by local resident Chris 
Watkis ten years ago and provides 
a record of a way of working that 
is now partly obsolete. 

George started growing reed in 
1978 and had to learn many new 
skills, having formerly been a dairy 
farmer. 

He also had to find the long straw 
varieties that are needed for thatch¬ 


ing reed, as modern commercial 
wheat varieties are short stemmed, 
and save their seed. 

He demonstated how to make the 
sheaves into stooks (sometimes 
called stitches) that would shed 
water while drying out in the field. 

Until four years ago the stooks, 
after drying, would be made into 
ricks in the field, necessitating a 
gang of eight people, but now 
newer techniques and the use of a 
specialised baler have done the 
work of several men and made life 
much easier. 

Since reed growing has become 
less labour intensive prices of reed 
have gone down, but due to thatch- 
ers’ costs rising, it is no cheaper to 
have a roof thatched! 

After the talk, a generous and de¬ 
licious spread provided by Cindy 
Beaumont, Julie Campbell and 
Lynn Churchill ensured that no one 
went home hungry. 

ANNE ROBIN 


Blackdown Hills 
Woodland Association 


I, FOR my sins, am a Woodland 
Trust Volunteer and go out on mon¬ 
itoring site visits to check on the 
state of new plantings funded by 
the trust. 

This involves checking that the 


new planting is doing well and is 
being maintained. I am glad to say 
most are that have had good ad¬ 
vise. 

If you are a community the trust 
will fund the trees free - all you 
have to do is get help planting 
them and advice were and how 
this so important. 

I visited a site last month where 
4,000 trees were planted three 
years ago by a contractor who also 
did the plan; unfortunately, he or 
she did not have a clue. 

They sited the oaks three metres 
apart in groups of 20 and they 
have done well, but in 10 years 
time some will have to be culled to 
allow the others to survive, so re¬ 
ducing the amount of trees on site. 

Now this is quite common prac¬ 
tice with certain species but is a 
waste when dealing with oaks. 

It makes me so mad (here he 
goes again I hear you say) that its 
our own fault that we are losing 
our native trees because of greed. 

The Oak Processionary Moth 
was imported on the trees that 
were brought in to create London’s 
Olympic Park it is believed. 

The caterpillar feeds on oak 
leaves, thus weakening the tree 
which makes it more susceptible 
to other forms of diseases. 

The Forestry Commission is in¬ 
stalling ‘pheromone traps’ on 


MST AUCTIONEERS 

Hangar 1, Airfield Industrial Estate, Dunkeswell, 

Nr Honiton, Devon EX14 4LB 


MONTHLY AUCTIONS 

OF GOOD QUALITY MODERN OFFICE FURNITURE: 

Including many radial desks, matching storage cupboards and good 
quality office chairs, plus everything for the modern office. 

STOCK CLEARANCE: New good quality oak & pine furniture. 

COMPUTERS, HOUSE CLEARANCES, ENGINEERING, PLANT AND MACHINERY, 
FORKLIFTS, WOODWORKING, WAREHOUSE EQUIPMENT, ETC 


or catalogues & further information: www.mstauctioneers.co.uk 
Tel: 01404 891833 Fax: 01404 891655 
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<y/rt_LOW BROOK 
4 NURSERY AND 
GARDEN CENTRE 


Put some magic into your garden 
with our 'Starter' shrub collection, 
winter flowering heathers ar>d more.. 


Ideal planting time to brighten up 
your garden with conifers, trees, 
shrubs, spring bulbs and our 
NEW collections of Roses In soon 


CLICK & COLLECT 

Our NEW service allows you to shop 
and collect when you want... 


CAFE and TEA ROOM 
Our Christmas menu ts available 
through December - book now! 


vis* us at wnw.vnlkrMbfDOkoardencentre co.uk 

On the main A3S Taunton / Wellington 

TELEPHONE : 01823 461324 



f DULFORD 

NURSERIES 

Cullompton 

Tree & Shrub Specialists 

Native, Ornamental & 
Specimen Trees 
Conifers 

Shrubs and Hedging 

More than 1500 varieties 
Expert and friendly advice 
Planting service 

Tel: 01884 266 361 

dulford.nurseries@virgin.net 

www.dulford-nurseries.co.uk 



1,500 sites across the East of Eng¬ 
land to monitor progress. 

There are now 19 tree pests and 
diseases which are now officially 
in the UK, with more on the hori¬ 
zon. There are things that YOU can 
do - go to the FC or WT web sites 
and there are apps and guides to 
help you to identify these foreign 
invaders and call them in. 

Actively managed woods are the 
very best for biodiversity support¬ 
ing hundreds of different species, 
because if we don’t manage wood¬ 
land, it can - in some cases - be¬ 
come a monoculture thus the 
habitat is not so diverse. 

We in our woodland maintain the 
glades and rides for butterflies by 
making sure there is a tapered 
habitat (starting low and eventually 


leading into trees) and we also only 
trim the verges of the rides one 
side each year so as to keep a habi¬ 
tat for caterpillars. 

See the Blackdown and East 


Devon Woodland Association’s 
web site www.woodbiz.co.uk or 
email parkfarm@tinyonline.co.uk 
for more information. 

JOHN GREENSHIELDS 


Hemyock Wl 


MEMBERS of Hemyock WI have 
had a busy month. At the meeting 
in Forbes Lounge, president Lyn 
Taylor welcomed 20 members. 

Names were also taken for those 
wishing to go to the group meeting 
at Hunsham. 

Lyn then welcomed the evening’s 
speaker, Jocelyn Benson, a tal¬ 
ented maker of ‘fascinators’who 
brought an amazing selection with 
her. 

She explained some of her tec- 
niques and let members have a 
great time, trying them on. 

Some were kept on the head with 
combs and others on alice-bands. 

Jocelyn judged the competition 
for ‘A Hat for a Special Occasion’, 



placing Brenda’s entry first, Fay’s 
second and Cindy’s third. Karen’s 
perfect orange dahlia came first in 
the flower competition. 

Lyn reminded members that in 
November, Devon Freewheelers 
would be coming and the competi¬ 
tion will be for ‘A Keyring’ and 
also for ‘One Home Grown 
Flower’. 

Later in the week, Lyn took San¬ 
dra and Brenda to the Autumn 
Council Meeting at Barnstaple. 

The mayor of the town, Julie 
Hunt, welcomed 500 members to 
the Queen’s Theatre and wished 
the Federation a successful day. 

Business was completed in the 
morning. The afternoon demon¬ 


strator was MichaelBowyer MBE. 
He had come from Salisbury to do 
a demonstration of flower arrang¬ 
ing, which he called ‘Riches of 
Autumn’. 

Michael is chairman of the 
NAFAS Demonstrators. He is an 
international demonstrator and 
judge and has been involved with 
the floral arrangements in Salis¬ 
bury Cathedral for over 30 years. 

He did some amazing displays 
and was given a standing ovation. 

The WI lunch at the Old Well 
was a great success. Eleven mem¬ 
bers enjoyed excellent food and 
service and said they would be 
happy to go there again. Thanks to 
Sandra for arranging it. 


Blackdown Hills Transition Group 


Devon knickers make the national news 


HOW can this be? I hear you ask... and what on earth can 
it have to do with Transition? Well read, on from The 
Guardian (September 14th): In the tiny Devon village of 
Stokeinteignhead, they are known as Rozamund Perrin’s 
controversial smalls. The retired funeral director is at odds 
with her prudish neighbours in the latest skirmish in a 
global war on washing lines. 

“It is totally inappropriate for this type of garment to be 
displayed opposite the village primary school, ” reads an 
anonymous note posted through Perrin’s letterbox with the 
offending knickers. 

Since the note went viral on Facebook, courtesy of Per¬ 
rin’s daughter, the 65-year-old has received dozens of pairs 


of knickers and the suggestion to turn them into protest 
bunting. 

The right-to-dry fight is tougher in the US, where watt- 
guzzling tumble dryers are ubiquitous and a laundry up¬ 
rising has inspired several states to pass laws banning the 
banning of clothes lines. 

On a more serious note, while the world struggles with 
the transition from fossil fuel to green energy, we know 
that right now the simplest thing we can do is USE LESS. 

So let’s hang our washing out to dry as much as possible 
and let tumble dryers go silent. 

TIMCLEWER, 
Blackdown Hills Transition Group 
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Harvest at Hemyock 


HARVEST Festival has been celebrated 
at Hemyock parish church with two ser¬ 
vices. 

The Friday evening service at the beau¬ 
tifully decorated St Mary’s was taken by 
the Rev David Burton with the choir 
singing the anthem ‘All Creatures Of Our 
God and King’. 

Roger Fambert gave a talk on the work 
of the Cornish charity ShelterBox speak¬ 


ing of and showing various contents 
found in each box. 

The charity was supported by the 
church throughout the weekend 

Following the service, when a number 
of items associated with harvest were 
placed on the altar, a traditional buffet 
harvest supper was held at the 
church room ending with musical enter¬ 
tainment. 


Sunday morning saw 150 gather in¬ 
cluding a choir from the local primary 
school. 

They sang and performed the story of 
‘The Enormous Turnip’ before they also 
brought a variety of items from soil and 
water to a breakfast cereal to the altar. 

Fight refreshments were later served 
and a great interest was shown in the 
ShelterBox display. 




Claude Caple officially opening the new heritage centre in Dunkeswell, surrounded 
by supporters of the South West Airfields Heritage Trust 


By Peter Hodges 

A NEW heritage centre has 
opened in Dunkeswell and is 
looking for volunteers to help 
make the enterprise successful. 

South West Airfields Heritage 
Trust recently opened at the air¬ 
field in Dunkeswell, on the 
perimeter entry road, and 
houses an extensive collection 
of more than 350 photographs, 
reproduction uniforms, models, 
artefacts and film, showing life 
on the base. The collection also 
shows off rare photographs of 
the construction and sinking of 
U-boats, together among many 
other interactive features. 

The centre was officially 
opened by the Honorary Presi¬ 
dent of the Trust and one of the 
founding Trustees, Claude 
Caple and was accompanied by 
a fly-past of vintage aircraft and 
the attendance of military vehi¬ 
cles from the Devon branch of 
the Military Vehicle Tmst. The 
centre at Dunkeswell is the cul¬ 
mination of a project that was 


devised nearly 15 years ago. 

At the opening of the centre 
Brian Lane-Smith, chairman of 
the board of trustees, said: 
“Today is something really spe¬ 
cial for our trust. We have, for 
some time, wanted to create a 
heritage centre that would tell 
the story of what took place at 
the airfield during the Second 
World War and I think the trust 
can be proud of what has been 
achieved. Certainly we have 
been overwhelmed by the initial 
response to what we have cre¬ 
ated.” 

Commenting on the achieve¬ 
ment, Mr Caple said: “I want to 
thank Nick Jones and the local 
SC Group of companies and 
Brendon Proctor of Air West¬ 
ward, who have supported the 
project. Without them and our 
volunteers, we could not have 
achieved our aim. I am so 
pleased we have managed to 
create what will be a permanent 
memorial to the men and 
women who served here and to 


those who made the ultimate 
sacrifice.” 

The heritage centre in 
Dunkeswell joins the already 
existing centre near Smeatharpe 
and Brian is looking for more 
volunteers to help run the sites. 

Brian said: “This is the second 
heritage centre we have opened 
and so we are now looking for 
volunteers to undertake a vari¬ 
ety of roles from people to man 
our units at Smeatharpe and 
Dunkeswell to people who can 
help us with marketing, PR, the 
web, social media, administra¬ 
tion, historical research, DIY, 
model making and information 
archiving. 

“We also need people who can 
help us set up a social side and 
arrange visits to other interest¬ 
ing historical places of interest.” 

If you would like to help or if 
you have any artefacts relating 
to either of the unitsl817. Brian 
can be contacted on 07778 857 
722 . 


TRY OUR 
PAYMENT PLAN 


3,6,9 or 12 months 
THE EASY WAY 
TO PAY 


RIIEXGE 



AT THE TOP 

FOR BOTH 
QUALITY 
& PRICE 


■ROOFING^H 

SCAFFOLDING SIRVICIS LTD 



ALL ASPECTS OF ROOFING UNDERTAKEN - FROM LEAKY ROOFS TO RE-ROOFS 

Ridge Roofing Ltd is a well-established company with over 25 years’ experience behind them, 
working in partnership with most of the leading estate agencies 
and Devon & Somerset County Council 


• Slating • Tiling • Flat roofing • Fibreglass flat roofs • Chimneys/ 
Leadwork • Turnerized slate roofs • Guttering/uPVC/fascia boards 
• Storm damage/insurance work • All grant work undertaken 


Insurance backed guarantees • Full public liability insurance 
• Free written quotations • All work guaranteed 



T: 01404 891813 M: 07789 555685 • stephen.wattsrr@gmail.com • www.ridge-roofing.co.uk 
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Big turnout for the 
Stockland Scamper 



■ READY, STEADY, GO: Youngsters getting ready for the 3k challenge 


THE Stockland Scamper at¬ 
tracted close to 200 runners 
and raised £1,200 for the village 
primary school. 

Organised by the school 
PTFA, the event took place on 
Sunday, September 25th and 
featured two races - a 10k and 
a 3k. 

The rain held off right up until 
the last minute of the race, so 
runners enjoyed clear skies and 


glorious views. The 10k race 
saw a good turnout of around 
60 runners, whilst the 3k race 
continues to go from strength to 
strength, with 125 runners 
(mostly children) on the starting 
line. 

The School Cup was taken 
home by Upottery Primary 
School. 

A spokesperson for Stockland 
Primary Academy PTFA said: 


“The Scamper was a brilliant 
event again this year. 

“In total, £1,200 was raised 
and will be put towards the li¬ 
brary building project at the 
school. 

“The Stockland Academy 
PTFA had a great team running 
the show, organising everything 
from catering to time keeping. 

“Our thanks to them, and The 
Scamper will be back in 2017.” 



Lions boost for 
new school library 


HONITON Lions have donated £500 to Stockland 
Academy to help the school establish their new li¬ 
brary. 

A spokesman for the Lions Club said: “Back in July 
the Lions were asked if they could help with car park¬ 
ing at the Goren Farm Festival, assisting the Stock- 
lands C Of E Primary Academy.” 


The club decided that instead of accepting funds to¬ 
wards their own charities, they would contribute to the 
school’s new library instead. 

Honiton Lions president, Brian Richards (centre), is 
pictured below handing over a cheque for £500 to 
school principal David Perkins, who thanked the 
Lions for their support. 



www.westcrete-ltd.co.uk 


Your local, independent landscaping and building matenals supplier 


We are stockists of Quality Natural Stooe sourced from around the globe for 
its colour, texture and character that is sold at a very competitive price. 



Slot** I Guti* HM I AtrnMw | Om» | CXU SUL Mofcfri Sanv5pfn Saturday 8am-12.30pm 


Blackdown Hills 

Business Association 

The membership organisation that connects, promotes and supports local businesses 


bh 
b a 


Web: www.bhaba.org.uk Email: info@bhba.org.uk Tel: 07826581365 
| | Blackdown Hills Business Association @BHBAcoordinator 


Join Us! 



Network 

with other local businesses at regular events and socials 



Promote 

your business at regional shows, markets and exhibitions 



Learn 

new skills at training workshops 



Discover 

new grant and funding opportunities 



Advertise 

your business on our online and printed directories 


...and so much more! 
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BRAKES 





»C*j 


CLUTCHES 


Aa 


EXHAUSTS 



STEERING 


FIRST FOUR 

OFFROAD VEHICLE EQUIPMENT 

Your Land Rover Parts 6t 
Accessories supplier for East 
Devon, Somerset & Dorset 



' ~ * 





Supplying Land Rover parts and 
accessories over the counter 
and by mail order since 2001. 

Tel: 01404 891121 

www. f i rstf ou r. co. u k 
sales@firstfour.co.uk 

We're open Monday to Friday 8:30 - 5:00pm 

First Four Off Road Ltd 
7 The Laurels - Flightway Business Park 
Dunkeswell - Honiton - EX14 4RS 



WINCHES 



BUMPERS 



TRAVEL 



PROTECTION 




I 
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ROOF RACKS 
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Axcess Electric Bikes are setting the 
standard for power and quality 


Get into the festive Spirit by 
shopping at Knighthayes 



AXCESS-ELECTRIC-BIKES in Honiton have 
increased the range of their own bikes with the 
introduction of the Eriskay crossbar and 
Camargue step-through bikes. Designed especially 
for them, these 2 bikes combine the best of 
European styling with the opportunities offered by 
the latest lithium battery technology and advances 
in electric bike components. 

Peter Blackman, the Managing Director com¬ 
mented “Electric bikes need to be nice bikes to 
ride as bicycles, before the electric is even 



switched on. That is why we chose the larger 
700C wheels. The design is also improved by lo¬ 
cating the battery in the down tube rather than be¬ 
hind the seat post or on the back rack” 

The two bikes, which use the same electric 
components, are designed for riders who want a 
comfortable road bike capable of completing 
long road or path tours. Following changes in 
EU law in Jan 2016 both bikes are fitted with 
2016 compliant throttles. 




axcess 


electric-bikes — 


Power to get you there... 

...and bring you back’ 


FOR FULL RANGE DETAILS VISIT 

www.axcess-electric-bikes.co.uk 

Tel: 01404 41692 Mobile: 07802 935973 

Unit F, Reme drive, Heathpark Industrial Estate Honition EX14 1SE 

OPEN 10.00 TO 5.00PM - MON TO SAT 


NEW Eriscay & Camargue 

Setting the standard for elegance and 
ride quality 


• 700C wheels for a smoother ride 

• 13 Ah battery in the frame for long tours and better balanced bike 

• Redesigned motor and rider computer. Puts you in control 

• Throttle works to 15 mph when pedals turning for an easy ride 


Every time you shop at Knightshayes and tick something 
off your Christmas list, you're supporting the vital work 
the National Trust does. 

This year, there's no excuse not to make the trip to stock 
up on Christmas goodies, with three fairs being held in 
November. At the Food and Drink Fair (12 & 13 Novem¬ 
ber), you'll find small brewers and vineyards selling by the 
glass and bottle, and loads of locally sourced foods and 
edible gifts. 

The popular Craft & Gift Fair (18-20 November) 
showcases only the best local, artisan craftspeople and 


producers - we've got everything from chocolate pizzas to 
charming pottery and Christmas puddings to pencil cases. 
All hand-made, all local and all you need for Christmas. 

Lastly, there's a chance to get in touch with your inner 
child at the Toys, Trains and Tinsel Fair (27 Nov). With 
stalls selling gifts, arty and crafty kids' activities 
(including decorating the Knightshayes Christmas tree) 
and books and toys for sale. Don't forget we also sell 
some fantastic gifts and decorations in our own shop too. 
All the fairs are free to access in our stables, so what's 
your excuse for not visiting Knightshayes this November? 



1 % 

feeling 

festive 


Shopping at 
Knightshayes 


Every time you visit to tick presents off your 
list, you help us look after Knightshayes. 
There are three festive fairs at Knightshayes 
this November: Food and Drink Fair - 12-13 
Nov, Craft and Gift Fair - 18-20 Nov and 
Toy, Trains and Tinsel Fair - 27 Nov. 

Free entry to fairs 

01884 254665 

nationaltrust.org.uk/knightshayes 

National Trust 
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CONNETTS FARM CHRISTMAS TREES 

We have trees for everyone from 3ft - 40ft 

CUT - POTTED - ROOTED 

Last years Christmas trees went to: Cathedrals, Castles, Hotels, Pubs, 
Shopping Centres, Garden Centres, National Trust, Schools, 

TV Personalities and City Centres. 

This year we hope YOU will come to us and choose your fresh tree 
DIRECT FROM THE GROWER. 

Please contact Nick Stevens on: Mobile: 07860 459745 or 
Farm: 01404 891684 / Home: 01884 841694 


( 


llDGEWAY 

SMALLRIDGE, AXMINSTER, DEVON 
GREAT FOOD, GREAT ATMOSPHERE, GREAT COMPANY 
WEDDINGS, PARTIES & CELEBRATIONS 
FUNCTION ROOM AVAILABLE FOR PRIVATE HIRE 

BAR SNACKS & EVENING MEALS 
TRADITIONAL SUNDAY LUNCH 

CHRISTMAS PARTIES 

family, friends work & clubs 

MENUS NOW AVAILABLE 

16TH AND 17TH DECEMBER 
3 COURSE CHRISTMAS DINNER DANCE 
£25.00 

Please see our website for the 4 different menus 

To reserve your table or opening times 
tel 01297 32171 

email carolebaulch@yahoo.co.uk 
www. ridge way inn .co.uk 


To advertise in View from the Blackdowns contact 
Alex Phryce-Jones on 01297 35750 


Beautiful, mature parkland and 120 years 
of golfing excellence at Honiton Golf Club 



HONITON GOLF CLUB has been continuously 
developing over the past 120 years and can be 
best summarised as a traditional club with strong 
established ties with its community. 

With a healthy membership, the club provides 
a diverse range of both golf and social activities 
focusing on fun, flexibility and family. Seasonal 
and themed dining events, discos and live music 
evenings together with fun golf days are inter¬ 
spersed with the more serious golf competitions 
and club matches. 

With strong focus on integration, the club hosts 



_ 

a good number of golf fixtures conducted in a 
friendly atmosphere therefore enabling members 
to quickly establish and build friendships. 

The course which is well maintained by a team 
of professionals, provides a balanced challenge 
for both the established golfer, but more impor¬ 
tantly, is also ideal for the new starter. 

When golf is not going well, you can still enjoy 
a lovely flat walk surrounded by beautiful scenery. 
A state of the art indoor practice facility means 
you can also try and improve your game, using 
the latest technology and remain dry at all times! 



Lis. l 


offering wonderful views from o\W holes. 
We are a members Club situated a half mile 
of Honiton town centre in beautiful East Devon 


For more information visit 
www.honitongolfclub.co.uk 
or call 01404 44422 


CHRISTMAS PARTY BOOKINGS 
Now being Taken! 

It's never too early to start thinking about your 
. Christmas Party! 

We can offer you the perfect facility foryouand your party 
and we have plenty of easy access parking too! 

Telephone our Manager Adrian Cave 01404 44422 * 
to secure your date now. • 
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Sample the festive delights at The Aviator this Christmas 



The. Avid-tcr' 


Coffee Bar 


7 


Restaurant 


CHRISTMAS MENU 


AVAILABLE FROM 1ST - 24TH DECEMBER 




Spicy pasted (Parsnip Soup 

® Served with cia6atta and 6utter 

%ing Prawns wrapped in PiCo Pastry 

Served with sweet chiCCi sauce and saCadgarnish 

Mushrooms in StiCton Sauce 

Served with cia6atta and 6utter 


PraditionaC (Roast Purvey with aCC the trimmings 
(Ri6 of (Beef with Bhacf^Pepper & (Brandy Sauce d Porhyhire Pudding 



Creamy Spinach and Mushroom Stroganojf 
PoachedSaCmon with ParsCey Sauce 

Ad served with roast potatoes and seasonaC vegeta6Ces 

Christmas Pudding with Brandy Sauce 
ChocoCate Porte d Cream (gCutenfree) 
Cheese and Biscuits 


Two Courses £12.95 Three Courses £16.95 

Children £6.95 and £8.95 
Pre booking essential, please call or email to request a booking form 



V 



Please Telephone: 01404 890009 


The Aviator Dunkeswell Airfield, EX14 4LG 





THE Aviator Coffee Bar and Restaurant in 
Dunkeswell prides itself in offering a com¬ 
fortable, high quality dining service. 

There are beautiful views to enjoy across 
the airfield, while you sit back and relax in a 
modern space. 

The Aviator’s Christmas menu includes 
some tempting dishes. Starters include spicy 
roasted parsnip soup, king prawns in filo 
pastry and mushrooms in Stilton sauce. 
Main courses on offer, other than the 
traditional roast turkey with all the 
trimmings, include rib of beef with black 
pepper & brandy sauce, creamy spinach & 
mushroom stroganoff, and poached salmon 
with parsley sauce. To finish, Christmas 
pudding, chocolate torte and cheese & 
biscuits are all on the menu. 


Two courses cost £12.95 per person and 
three courses £16.95 (children’s meals are 
£6.95 and £8.95 respectively). Pre-booking is 
essential - phone 01404 890009. 

The Aviator also caters for weddings, 
functions and meetings. It also offers a very 
competitive range of outside corporate 
refreshments to suit your needs. 

Regular events include live music, themed 
nights and parties. 

The Aviator is closed on Christmas Day, the 
evening of New Year’s Eve and New Year’s 
Day, but open for a Boxing Day carvery from 
12noon to 3pm - again, pre-booking is 
essential. Opening times are normal 
between Christmas and New Year with the 
Thursday carvery going ahead as usual on 
December 29th from 5pm to 8pm. 



Christmas Tasting Nigh! 

Barleymow’s 

FARM shop <sl restaurant 

Wednesday 7 ,h December • 4pm - 7pm 


• Serving mulled wine and mince pies 

• Free tastings • Meet our suppliers/producers 

• Your chance to beat the rush and order your Christmas 
meats, Christmas cakes and other goodies 

• Selection of Flampers and gift ideas on display 

• Norwegian Fir and Spruce Christmas Tees 

Gian! Christmas Hamper Raffle in aid of S.l.R.E 

(Somerset Unit for Radiotherapy Equipment) 


Your traditional Christmas starts at Barleymow’s 
Tel: 01460 62130 

www. bar leymowsfarmshop .co. i 


We are 1/2 mile west of Chard on the A30 



To advertise in View from the Blackdowns contact 
Alex Phryce-Jones on 01297 35750 
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BIG AUTUMN DISCOUNTS 

HONITON MOBILITY CENTRE 



Riser-Rediner Chairs, Scooters, Power Chairs, Mobilty Aids, Adjustable Electric Beds 

APPROVED DEALER FOR: eazybeds range; electric adjustable beds, celebrity furniture,- mobility riser recliners and 

MATCHING SUITES CASA BED RANGE; FROM DRIVE MEDICAL DRIVE DEVILBISS UK; MOBILITY AIDS SIMPLANTEX; MOBILITY AIDS AND ACCESSORIES 
FLEXEL MOBILITY AIDS ABLE2 MOBILITY AIDS KARMA WHEELCHAIRS ACORN STAIRLIFT FISH MOBILITY INSURANCE PRIDE MOTOR SCOOTERS 

ELECTRIC MOBILITY SCOOTERS AND FURNITURE 

VISIT US AT: Protecteon Plus, Unit 5, Durham Way Business Park, 
Heathpark Industrial Estate, Honiton, EX141SQ 

OR CALL FOR HOME VISIT: 

Free local delivery and assembly 

CALL 01404 47201 

www.protection-plus.co.uk Free parking on business park 


c 

CoSiChair Approved Dealer 




RASCAL Approved Dealer 


British Craftsmanship I 


eazybeds 
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‘British people are considerably more cynical!’ 


SINCE 2009, magicians Morgan and 
West have been notching up four and 
five star reviews (The Scotsman, British 
Comedy Guide) and blowing minds the 
world over with their wittily delivered illu¬ 
sions. 

They have performed for notables in¬ 
cluding HRH Prince of Wales and now 
they are preparing to dazzle rural Devon¬ 
shire folk as part of a tour organised by 
Villages in Action. 

The quick-fingered duo describe them¬ 
selves as time-travelling Victorian parlour 
magicians. 

One half of the double act, Rhys Mor¬ 
gan, twirls his moustachios and straight¬ 
ens his cravat to tell us more: “The 
characters in our show are two Victorian 
magicians who’ve travelled through time 
to the 21st century. 

“They’ve decided to stay because they 
prefer the sanitation, and other things 
like electricity and cat photos on Face- 
book.” 

The duo tour with their full set in the 
back of the van and a sound system to 
transport audiences to the times of 
Phileas Fogg and the foppish Prince Al¬ 
bert. 

“We offer a version of the 19th Century 
that is more period drama than reality. In 


truth the 1880s weren’t much fun for any¬ 
one except the upper classes! 

“We talk like Dickensians and we make 
it clear from the outset, quite playfully, 
that the illusions are tricks. 

“It helps the audience to relax. Other¬ 
wise we find Brits spend the whole night 
intensely trying to work out how we did 
it. 

“The British are considerably more cyn¬ 
ical like that. Not so Americans, they love 
the idea of genuine magic and lap it up 
at face value!” 

Morgan and West, who are inspired by 
Derren Brown and Penn & Teller, have 
toured Australia, America and South 
Africa but brace themselves for rural au¬ 
dience in England. Sleight of hand slip¬ 
ups are not an option! 

“With a theatre or arts centre,” Rhys ex¬ 
plains, “the audience comes to you. But 
with a village hall you’re going into peo¬ 
ple’s space. You have to work much 
harder!” 

It all started for Rhys with amateur dra¬ 
matics at university. He and comedy 
partner West got hooked on magic sep¬ 
arately, then came together for a magic 
show at Edinburgh Fringe. 

To begin with Rhys was a science 
teacher and West taught maths. They 


performed rural gigs after the curriculum 
meetings, motoring through the marking 
at weekends to delight audiences in Lon¬ 
don. 

Eventually a hobby became profession 
and the teacher skills help keep hecklers 
in check. 

“I do miss the kids at school, the con¬ 
tact with them, less so the marking. I still 
bump into my former students where I 
live in Oxfordshire and think, ‘That’s 
weird. You’re no longer a 12 year old but 
an actual person now!”’ 

Morgan and West may have left the 
classroom to cross continents with their 
acclaimed show, but they remain loyal to 
the British rural touring circuit and can’t 
overstate the importance of charitable 
schemes like Villages in Action who 
make their shows possible. 

“We love rural touring. The quality of 
the stuff is great. People are seeing 
shows in their village that were on the 
week before on the South Bank.” 

So book early for Morgan and West to 
avoid disappointment. 

“Be sure to wear a hat,” Rhys advises. 
“Morgan and West might just blow your 
mind.” 

At the end of the evening you’ll want 
your own time machine to travel back to 


the start of the show. 

Morgan and West perform ‘Parlour 
Tricks’ at Awliscombe Village Hall on 
12th November. Tickets: 01404 45145. 


To see what else is on near you and 
support the affordable performance pro¬ 
gramme offered by Villages in Action, 
visit www.villagesinaction.co.uk 



We specialise in: 

Woodworm Stoves 

Flue & Chimney 
Supplies 

Installations 

Fireplace & 



Stoves & Spares Ltd 

call now on 

01664 33559 

for your free quote 


Hearths 


Heritage Range 
Cookers 


www.woodwarm.co.uk 










Rodtech 

UK 




















View from the Blackdown Hills 


November 2016 13 


Beautiful Kitchens do not have to cost a fortune. 


wmmm 


KITCHENS LIMITED 


Affordable kitchens with a budget to suit everyone 


i 


Which? 

Trusted trader 


Crown specialist dealer 

Personalised approach to individual needs 

Bespoke kitchens, bedrooms, bathrooms & home offices 

Replacement door & worktop service 

Ample FREE parking 


• r < 




peri 


Please contact Keith for more details. 

Unit 6B, Lopen Business Park, TA13 5JS ~ 01460 242070 


www.watersidekitchens.co.uk 
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Local Services in the Blackdown Hills 


Building Services 



Countryside Management 


Land management for non-farmers 


FOR A COMPLETE BUILDING SERVICE 

QUALITY, RELIABILITY AND PEACE OF MIND ASSURED 
CALL 01884 840 037 or 07778 899 685 
for a FREE estimate 
12 Kitwell Street, Uffculme, 
Cullompton, Devon, EX15 3AP 


n 


3 

n 


• Hedging, ditching, draining and all types of fencing 

• Unwieldy gardens, hedges and fences restored 

• Pasture management (topping, spraying, rolling, 
liming & re-seeding) 

• Groundworks, drives, gateways concreting yards 

• Welding repairs and steel fabrications 

• Storage, containers and yard 

We have the machinery and expertise to tackle most 
estate management problems - both 
big and small - from five practical 
farmers. Just ring for free quote. 


Five Farmers 

Countryside Management Ltd 


01460 234472 www.fivefarmers.co.uk 




vn 



Roofing 


\A 


Working in partnership with 

RED HOME LETTINGS and 
CONSORT SERVICES LTD 


AMB ROOFING SERVICES 


mm 


RAISING ROOFING STANDARDS 

Slating/Tiling/Flat Roofs (felt) 

New Roofs/Re-Roofs/Repairs 
Fascia/Soffit/Guttering 
Chimney Work 
Free Quotations 
All work guaranteed 
All tradesman fully qualified 
Now offering Solar Panel Installation 
EMAILambroofingservices@gmail.com 
TEL 01404 549559 / 07784 364712 




Gardens 


Mole Catcher 


■ 




ORNHAYES 
URSERY 

Quality Trees 


from Devon 


Westcountry Apple Trees 

(PLUS OTHER FRUIT TREES), 

Ornamental Trees, Hedging, 
Choice Shrubs, Courses Run, 
Advisory Service 


Opening hours: 8am-4pm Mon to Fri 
9.30am-2pm Sat 

Thornhayes Nursery, Dulford, Cullompton EX15 2DF. 

> 01884 266746 www.thorahayes-nursery.co.uk 


Trusted Mole 
Pest Control 


Traps not poison 
Safe for children and pets 

Robin Gundry 

07802 800124 / 01404 881555 


Gardens 



ARBORICARE 




•4 


LTD Est.1988 

TREE SURGERY AND LANDSCAPING SERVICE 


FULLY INSURED 

ALL ASPECTS OF 
TREEWORK 

FELLING 

STUMP GRIDING 


FULLY QUALIFIED 
STAFF 


PRUNING AND 
MAINTENANCE 

PLANTING 


• COUNCIL APPROVED 

• POLLARDING 

• ESTATE 
MANAGEMENT 

• 24 HOUR CALL OUT 


Call Colin Inder For Free Quotation 

T: 01823 462972 M: 07831 108445 

www.arboricare.co.uk • enquiries@arboricare.co.uk 


Furniture & Joinery 



avid Lloyd 


CABINET MAKER 


Unit 3a Marcus Road Dunkeswell 
Honiton Devon EX 14 4LA 
01404 891800 
www.davidrlloyd .co .uk info @ davidrlloy d .co .uk 

Kitchens, 



Furniture 
And Bespoke 
Joinery. 
Please Visit 
My Website 
To See 

My Extensive 
Portfolio. 


Peter Cooper 

Tel: 07960 589734 



Set Build / Carpentry / J 
Hardwood Flooring/ Furniture 
Fencing / Deckng 
/ Shopflttng 



If you are interested in 
advertising on our 


Local Services 

in the Blackdown Hills 


page please 
contact Alex 
on 

alex@tindle 
news.co.uk 
or on 

01297 35750 


Local Services intheBlackdow 




Westcrete 

tort Mur StOK 

& Cl w 


01297 32302 | 




















































View from the Blackdown Hills 


November 2016 15 


Wellington Motors 
4wd Centre 



!. “■ "Iff • v I 


I 


Wellington 4wd 



All ynaJceS Service Centre 

4wd Servicing at £199 inc. 

Call the Service Team now on 01823 660660 or email service@wellingtonmotors.co.uk 


Wellington Motors 4wd Centre 

Taunton Vale House, Chelston 
Nr. W ellington, Somerset TA21 9JE 
www.wellingtonmotors.co.uk 


MOTORTRADER 

INDUSTRY AWARDS 2013 

WINNER 


NATIONAL CUSTOMER 
CARE AWARD 


We are only 5 mins from Galmington 
Roundabout at Chelston Business Park 
between Taunton and Wellington and 
only Vi a mile from junction 26 of the M5 
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SOUTHERN FUELS 


VOUR .OCA INDEPENDENT DISTRIBUTOR 


BASED IN HONITON 


RING US FOR THE BEST PRICES ON 

HEATING OIL ROAD DIESEL RED DIESEL 

01404 831775B 


MasterCard 










